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He regretted to learn soon afterwards that
Major-General Baird considered this appointment
a supercession of his senior claims. The Com-
inander-in-Chief sent for him, and explained to
him that this was a political as well as a military
appointment,, and had reason to believe he had
satisfied Major- General Baird that he had taken
a very erroneous view of the matter ; but General
Baird thought fit to write the following* letter to
General Harris.

?, near Ryakottah, March 4, 1798.

cc Dear General,

cc By a conversation this morning with Cap-
tain Young, I was happy to learn your present
sentiments with regard to me, and that the reasons
that induced you to appoint a junior officer to a
higher command in this army than that which I
hold, were such as would have been satisfactory
to me had they been publicly known. I am per-
fectly sensible of your having the undoubted right,,
without being obliged to assign your reasons to
any one, to select such officers as you may think
proper for any service that may offer, and I am
the last person that would expect you to act in-
consistent with your situation. It must,, however,,
appear extraordinary that a major-general, sent
out expressly by his Majesty to serve on the staff
in India,, should remain in the command of three
battalions^ whilst a colonel serving in the same